
From our Parochial Administrator 

     In this issue of our Parish  Newsletter,        
we welcome in a new liturgical year on                  
the Church calendar! Happy New Year! 
(liturgically, that is)  We begin this New                
Year with the beautiful season of Advent. 
The season of Advent is one in which               
we get to prepare our hearts for the Lord’s 
coming - not only his coming at the end of 
our lives, but also the coming of the Lord on 
the Feast of Christmas! 

     I encourage you, this Advent season, to 
place a greater emphasis on making time  for 
the Lord in prayer.  It seems like we start the 
season with good intentions, however, we 
tend to get busy in the midst of                   
preparations and more and more things   
start taking over our lives.  I say “making 
time”, because if we are going to spend time 
for the Lord, we need to be intentional in 
setting aside time for Him.  Yes, many things 
vie for our attention but our time and              
attention with the Lord is ultimately what 
matters in the end. It is so easy to go 
through our day, get to bedtime in the            
evening and think: “Oh, I forgot to pray          
today.  Oh, well! I guess I will have to try 
tomorrow.  Good night, Lord.”  Let’s not fool 
ourselves!  Let’s not put prayer off another 
day!  The Lord knows what we need and 
when we need it, so turn to him at the             
beginning and end of each day. Remember, 
“Making Time for the Lord”!     

     Within this newsletter, you will find a 
copy of a letter to Archbishop Hebda from 
me and another letter from Archbishop     
Hebda in response to me.  I encourage you 
to read both of these letters.  While reading 
them, I think you will find some exciting 
news!  As many of you perhaps know, there 
have been previous attempts and surveys       
to initiate a building project and capital 
campaign at St. Albert’s with various options 
and cost considerations.  With the building 
project coming to the forefront for       
discussion, once again, we wanted to       
pursue Archbishop Hebda for his input as       
to what the future holds for the Church of      
St. Albert.  We received a positive response 
from him affirming the future of our parish 
and the encouragement to pursue a building 
project and capital campaign suitable for       
our needs. As a parish community, we       
look forward to more discussion and       
communications in the near future.  It is       
a great and exciting time to be a member of 
St Albert’s!   

     What does this have to do with me?  How  
will these things affect me?  First of all:  
Pray!  Pray for our parish, for me, and for 
parish leadership as we discuss the needs       
of our parish community.  Secondly, as we 
wrap up our Stewardship Renewal for the 
coming year, I would like to encourage all 
continued on page 6………………………………..         
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     When it comes to engaging in parish life, Blake and Kristi 
Beaudry have found themselves responding by participating and 
taking on roles that have given them enthusiasm and a              
greater understanding of the life of the parish.   

     It is common that people do not feel like they have anything to 
offer the parish or that they are not on the same level of faith as 
others so they hesitate to get involved. They may come to Mass 
weekly but do not know where or how they fit into parish life         
outside of Mass.  

     Blake and Kristi both grew up in families who practiced their 
faith by attending Mass every weekend and volunteering or                
working in various ways within the life of the parish. Blake grew 
up at St. Albert’s parish, “I was an altar server and helped with 
the kid’s games at the festival”, he said, “I wasn’t overly involved. 
We didn’t have a youth ministry program at the time.  I was              
invited to attend a couple of events at St. Michael but didn’t feel 
connected there so I didn’t continue going.” Kristi attended             
Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church and School in Loretto. “I  
attended the Catholic school through 8th grade and was very       
involved in the youth program. I was confirmed in 11th grade so it 
was common at my parish to stay involved throughout high 
school. I lived right in town. It was a thriving community with 
young families. The parish was my life,” says Kristi.   

     Once they went away to college and returned, they continued 
to practice their faith by attending Mass at their home parishes. 
Kristi became even more involved by leading the West Metro 
Young Adult group which is ultimately how Blake and Kristi met 
while attending Theology on Tap at Willy McCoy’s in Albertville 
one evening. “I was invited to go. I heard that Fr. Paul Shovelain 
would be speaking so I wanted to hear him,” says Blake, “I didn’t 
know anyone there so I pulled up a chair by Kristi—who I didn’t 
know then—and her friend.” They were there to scope it out for 
ideas for their events. “Two weeks later,”  Blake recalled,  “Kristi 
contacted  me  and  invited  me  to  one  of  their  young  adult  group 

events. I went and continued to go, getting to know the  
people there.” They started dating and eventually were  
married.  

     After marriage and with Blake taking over the family’s        
insurance agency, they made their home in Albertville and        
St. Albert’s became their home parish. They attended Mass 
on the weekends but found themselves wanting to be        
involved in the parish in some way. “I contacted Jean Wold 
after seeing the Alpha program  being  advertised.   We  just  

Blake and Kristi Beaudry with their two children, Kyla and Kiara.  
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had our daughter, Kyla, and I didn’t know if it was too late to 
join,”  explained Kristi. Jean replied back that all the tables 
were full but if they didn’t mind leading a table they could still 
join. Kristi and Blake didn’t mind taking on that role, if needed. 
“We decided to jump in,” said Blake, “We really enjoyed Alpha  
and getting to know more people.”  

     “Then one day at the post office, I ran into Jean,” said Blake,  
“She asked me if I would help with the online virtual parish      
festival.” From that conversation, Blake and Jean co-hosted the 
2020 virtual parish fundraiser which turned out to be a very 
successful event. “When you start to get involved, doors just 
seem to open from one thing to the next,” says Blake.  

     The following February, Blake was voted in as a member of 
the Parish Pastoral Council and in June was invited by Fr. Joe 
to attend the next parish festival planning meeting. It was at 
this meeting that Blake realized the importance of having an               
in-person parish festival, once again, to start inviting people to 
come back to Mass and to be involved, despite the difficulties of 
COVID. “If we don’t start inviting people to come back, people 
will get comfortable with not coming back. We may lose         
people,” said Blake. Many ideas were discussed by the                   
committee as to which direction to go. It was decided to host            
a two-day event and not have the traditional chicken dinner 
because of the extra number of volunteers it takes to prepare 
and serve it. Knowing that the chicken dinner is the reason why 
many people come to the festival, food trucks seemed to be a 
viable option. “I learned that things don’t always go as planned               
and you just have to go with it,” explained Blake, “I was          
disappointed when,  at the last minute,  one  of  the  three   food      

trucks broke down and couldn’t come, but it still worked out 
and probably even better. We were able to grill the hamburgers 
that were leftover from the night before. People really enjoyed 
the grilled hamburgers.” There was plenty of space to sit,       
inside and outside. People who attended stayed around longer 
this year, not only to purchase tickets for their favorite theme 
baskets or to play a game of  bingo but just to visit in the extra 
space that was available. The 2021 parish festival was another 
successful fundraiser, not only financially, but there was a 
greater sense of community that took place this year and that’s 
what really matters. “Taking on the role as chairperson helped 
me to understand how things work behind the scenes in the 
parish. It was a lot of work but everyone on the committee took 
a part,” said Blake. Kristi’s part in helping with the parish        
festival was to help with the online silent auction as well as  
advertising, even though their second daughter, Kiara, was due 
just before the festival. Through her role, Kristi was able to  
update our parish logo, create flyers, signs, and the festival gift 
bags, all things that she is familiar with and also enjoys doing. 
Both  Blake and Kristi look forward to whatever comes next!  

Jean Wold and Blake Beaudry co-hosting the 2020 virtual parish 
fundraiser. 
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parishioners to get involved in our                  
parish!  Prayerfully  consider  the  many 
ministries St. Albert offers so that             
you can give of your Time, Talent, and 
Treasure as the Lord calls you to. From 
being a reader at Mass to becoming a 
member of our Adult Faith Formation 
team to being one who is willing to         
invest time in front of Our Lord in the 
Eucharist!  Go outside of your comfort 
zone, out of love for our Lord and our 
parish community. Many times we don’t 
know that we have gifts in any particular 
area unless we give it a try. We need to 
stretch ourselves in order to grow.          
  
    We have a deep need within ourselves                          
to  give  and  to  be  spent  out of  love for 
God  and   His   Church.    This   need   to 
do  so  is  within  each  of  us!   God  gives      
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Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have        
commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, until the end of the 
age.”  We all have a role in this action.  It 
is not just the role of the priest or parish 
staff.  It is important for each of us to be 
Christ to one another and to personally 
invite others to Mass. Being made in the 
likeness of the Trinitarian God, we all 
have the need for community and        
belonging. People become isolated from 
fears and the distresses of life.  Bringing 
a person to Mass and into the life        
of the parish allows them to be in        
an atmosphere of love and peace,        
participating in the Church in a new  way. 

Have Blessed Advent Season, 
 

 

Fr. Joe Zabinski 

From our Parochial Administrator 
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us  a  freewill to respond.  By giving of 
ourselves and to the church, we fulfill 
that need. We live in a culture that lends 
itself to self-seeking ways. By giving, we 
strengthen our will to love and we grow 
out of love for God and others. Let’s           
invest in the future of St. Albert’s                    
affirmed to us by the Archdiocese. Not 
only are we investing in our parish but 
also in the Church’s mission of bringing 
the gift of salvation to others.  We all 
need Jesus and the gift of His                
salvation.  One cannot find that                
anywhere  else  outside  the  Church!                

    During this Season of Advent, let us 
take the time to extend the invitation 
and invite others.  At the end of             
Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus commissioned 
the disciples, “Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all  nations,  baptizing  them 
in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  

  



Area Penance Services  
 

Sunday, Dec 12—St. Albert, Albertville—7:00pm  
 

Tuesday, Dec 14—Mary Queen of Peace, Rogers—7:00pm 
 

Wednesday, Dec 15—St. Michael, St. Michael—7:00pm 
 

Immaculate Conception Mass Times 
 

Wednesday, Dec 8—7:00am and 7:00pm  
 

Christmas Mass Times * 
 

Friday, Dec 24—4:00pm and 10:00pm (Ad Orientem) 
 

Saturday, Dec 25—9:00am 
 

Holy Family Mass Times * 
 

Sunday, Dec 26—9:00am and 5:00pm 
 

Live Outdoor Nativity— Come and See! 
 

Saturday, Dec 26—6:00-8:00pm 
 

Mary, Holy Mother of God Mass Time * 
 

Friday, Dec 31—5:00pm 
 

Epiphany Mass Times 
 

Saturday, Jan 1—4:00pm 
 

Sunday, Jan 2—9:00am 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alpha—11 Sessions  
 

starting the week of Jan 20 
 

Includes the Alpha Retreat   
TBD from 9:00am to 3:30pm 

Youth Events 
 

Friday Night Live (FNL)—Grades 5-8 
 

Friday, Dec 10—St. Michael Youth Room—7:00-10:00pm 
 

Friday, Jan 7—St. Albert Parish Center—7:00-10:00pm 
 

High School Night—Grades 8-12 
 

Sunday, Dec 12—St. Albert Parish Center—7:00-8:30pm 
 

Middle School Open Youth Room—Grades 5-8 
 

Wednesdays—St. Michael Youth Room—2:30-5:00pm 
 

Dec 15, Jan 5, & Jan 19 
 

High School Open Youth Room—Grades 8-12 
 

Sunday, Dec 19—St. Michael Youth Room—7:00-9:00pm 
 

Sunday, Jan 2—St. Michael Youth Room—7:00-9:00pm 
 

4th Grade Fun Night 
 

Monday, Jan 10—St. Albert Parish Center—6:30-8:00pm 
 

Winter Faith Camp—Grades 8-12 
 

Jan 14-16—Off-Site—details on Youth Ministry Website 
 
      Details for Youth Ministry Events can be                  
           found on our Youth Ministry Website                      
                          stmacatholicyouth.org  

Adult Study 
 

Oremus: A Guide to Catholic Prayer  
 

8 Sessions beginning in January— TBD 

Hour of Encounter 
(Open Adoration) 
 
Encounter Jesus! 
 
Sunday, Jan 16 
3:00-4:00pm 
 
Praise & Worship Music 
with Alex Schindler 
 
Prayer Ministry  
& Confession 
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Encountering Christ Events 
Contact Jean at 763-497-3782 or jwold@churchofstalbert.org if you have any questions. 

* NOTE: Mass Time Changes 

7 



8 

Advent is a good time to check out St. Albert’s MyParish App! 
 

Prayers, an Examin for Confession, Parish News, etc—at your fingertips! 

 
 

 

The Catholic Church in the Heart of Albertville 
 

11400 57th St NE | P.O. Box 127 
 

Albertville, MN 55301 
763-497-2474 
 

churchofstalbert.org 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Weekend: 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm 
Sunday: 9:00am 
 

Weekdays: 
Tuesday & Wednesday 7:30am 
1st Friday of the Month: 12:00pm 
 

Reconciliation Times: 
Sunday: 8:00am to 8:45am 
Wednesday: 8:00am to 8:30am 
1st Friday of the Month: 12:30-1:00pm 
Saturday: 2:30-3:45pm 

Text APP to 88202 
to download our parish app 

 

1) Download myParish App 
 

2) After opening, select  
    St. Albert as your parish 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Available on Google Play 
and on the App Store 

Once you download myParish App onto your smart phone, you      
will see the image to your left, depending on the liturgical season. 
Parishioners have found the app helpful for quick access of parish 
information, messages, prayers, and more. From the app you can click 
on the parish website for even more information! Download myParish 
App today! 


